


“Janeth has worked hard to 
foster multi-faith initiatives to 
promote understanding and 
peace between non-Muslims 
and Muslims. 
She is an exceptional and 
inspiring role model for the 
whole community.”



Past and Present Official 
Memberships
• Queensland Forum of Jews Christians, Jews and Muslims
• Believing Women for a Culture of Peace
• Global Organization of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO) 
• Queensland Multicultural Council
• Queensland Muslim Historical Society
• Muslim Charitable Foundation (MCF)
• Lions Club of Kuraby
• Refugee Association of Logan
• Queensland Faith Communities Council (representing ICQ)
• Mt Gravatt Historical Society
• Royal Historical Society of QLD
• History QLD
• …..



2005



CCN Letter to the Editor: 2005 
Dear Editor
Assalaamuilakum
I would like, through your newsletter, to convey my sincerest gratitude to 
the young people of the Islamic Females Association who organized the 
Somalian collection drive on the Saturday. I was overwhelmed by the 
response of the community and particularly the manner in which the young 
men and women went about organizing the collection on the day. I was 
most impressed by the extent of their commitment and dedication -
something I have not seen in the youth here in a long while.
There is enough for a container load and more. It would be such a pleasure 
to see the look on the faces of the people in Somalia when they receive the 
clothes, books and toys, especially when they see the quality of many of the 
items that were donated.
I will be leaving for my first Haj shortly and I will make a special dua for 
these young men and women. If they are an example of the next generation 
of leaders to come then we can rest safe in the knowledge that our 
community will be in excellent hands, inshaAllah.
Salaams
Janeth Deen



[Editor] We can't let your letter pass without 
recognizing the hard work and dedication that you 
have put into this cause over the years. 
Stories abound of the meticulous care you take in 
preparing and packing all the items before shipping 
them off and how you ensure that clothes and books 
that are in need of repair get the benefit of your 
many skills before they leave your house. 
It is this hard work and enthusiasm that we are sure 
has been the source of inspiration for many.
We wish you Hajj mabruk, that all your duas be 
accepted, inshAllah, and that you make a safe and 
inspiring journey. Our thoughts are with you.

The Editor’s response….



Queensland Muslim Historical Society (2008)



Queensland Muslim Welfare Association of 
Queensland Inc 2009

• A welfare op-shop, collecting clothes and other goods from the Muslim 
community and selling or donating them to members of the local 
community of all faiths and cultural backgrounds.



QMWA Opening Ceremony



QMWA Opening Ceremony





Car 
donated 
to 
Welfare 
Assoc.



Janeth Deen's plan to build a tough-love work for the 
dole scheme has been taken to the Federal Government 
after the idea won backing from a panel of local leaders 
and many others.
In support of this winning idea several compelling 
arguments were made.

"The idea is that....registered community groups could 
contact Centrelink and access the skills of people who 
are unemployed," Ms Deen said.

"Because with these community groups if they're 
volunteers and they can't do everything themselves they 
should be able to get people to paint, mow the grass and 
help out without cost."
Ms Deen said volunteering should be compulsory for 
dole recipients.

She said the program could reduce crime, teach 
unemployed people new skills and help groups with 
their day-to-day activities. The idea, raised and finessed 
by several people including Janeth Deen who runs the 
Queensland Muslim Welfare Association OP shop, and 
Hetty Johnstone from Brave Hearts, was meant to get 
people working while they are receiving benefits.

2009



With Wayne Goss (2009)



The 2009 Crescents of Brisbane / Haji Ebrahim Patel 
Annual Award



Brisbane Indian Times Annual Multicultural Awards (2009): Queensland 
Muslim Welfare Association (Best Non-Profit Community Organization)







Toys Galore at Giveaway



Op-Shop Give-Aways (2009)



Muslim Charitable Foundation (MCF)



2010
The most recent case to be completed 
by MCF involved an outstanding 
overseas student from earthquake 
ravaged Padang, Indonesia who came 
to study for a Masters Degree in 
journalism on a scholarship from 
Ausaid.

Antoni Tsaputra suffers from muscular 
dystrophy.

MCF ordered an electric wheelchair 
especially modified to cater for all 
Antoni's daily needs as a student and 
for his daily requirements. This has 
enabled him to have more 
independence and ease the pressure 
on his father who has had to be 
constantly by his side.



“I would like to express my sincere thanks to everyone 
that has helped make what would have been a very 
difficult time so much easier for me and my family.

I have been overwhelmed by the level of help given and 
would especially like to thank Jenny (Janeth Deen) for all 
her help, as none of this would have happened without 
all her hard work.

Inshallah one day I will be given the chance to help 
someone else as much as I have been helped now.”



Robbie Williams Multicultural Citizen of the 
Year award for her charity work (2010)





Queensland Muslim Historical Society (2010)

Government House at Fernberg in Brisbane with 
Society patron, Governor of Queensland, Penelope 
Wensley AO (2010)



The Mayor of Brisbane, 
Campbell Newman 
(pictured right with 
Janeth Deen), launched 
the Muslim Roots 
documentary on behalf 
of the Mt Gravatt 
Community Centre and 
the Queensland Muslim 
Historical Society.

2010



2011 Premier's Awards for Queensland Seniors



Governor of QLD: Penelope Wensley (History 
Society Patron) at Government House (2011)



Eidfest 2010/11 



Bosnian BBQ raises 5K (2011)

On Sunday, 13th November the Old Bridge Soccer Club held a series of soccer matches at the Acacia Ridge Splash 
Centre. A BBQ was held after the games, as a fund raising event for the eye gaze machine for Dzenan Nuhovic.

About 400 members of the Bosnian community and their friends attended and event which raised $5,000 enabling the 
Dzenan Nuhovic fund to get up to the half way mark, with a balance of $15,800.

This fund raiser was the second held for this cause, the first being the Women' s Glamour night.





Fund Raiser for Dzenan (2011)





Supporting special needs pupil (2011)



Queensland Floods (2011)

The 2011 Queensland Week celebrations that ran from 4 to 13 June were dedicated to recognising 
those in communities throughout the state who displayed initiative and bravery during the 2010-11 
Queensland floods and Tropical Cyclone Yasi.
Ms Janeth Deen received an award on behalf of the people who contributed through the Queensland 
Muslim Welfare Association Inc., the Australian Muslim Youth Network (AMYN) and the Queensland 
Muslim Volunteers (QMV).



2011



QLD GOVT Multicultural Awards: Volunteer of 
the Year Award (2011)

The volunteer award recognized Ms Deen's efforts in championing the values of 
multiculturalism and promoting community harmony and positive community relations 
through her volunteer efforts and dedication.



Qurbani meat distribution in Logan 
(2011)



2011 Asia Pacific Cities Summit Volunteer



QMWA closed its doors (2012)



Fiji Food Appeal (2012)



MCF has worked also through 
Janeth Deen who helped 
GOPIO fill a container over the 
Easter weekend with goods 
from the welfare shop, for 
instant dispatch to Lautoka. 

The Fiji Government will 
distribute these goods through 
the Red Cross, not the other 
charities they are sent to. 

Janeth Deen personally rang 
the Prime Minister's 
department to ensure this is 
what is happening at the other 
end.





The Commonwealth Bank 
& Brisbane Indian Times 
Multicultural Business & 
Community Awards

Community Volunteer 
Award 2012



2012: More than one doctor in the 
house



2012 MCF Annual Report



Over 250 people attended the 
International Women's Day 
celebrations, cultural 
entertainment and high tea put 
on by the Queensland 
Multicultural Council at the 
MacGregor Primary school hall.

An important part of the event 
was to raise funds for the trust 
fund set up for Dzenan
Nuhovic (pictured left with his 
parents and supporters) to 
purchase a $30000 Eyegaze
machine for him. 

The $8000 raised from tickets 
and donations together with a 
$3560 pledge from the Islamic 
Medical Association of Qld 
(IMAQ) will help purchase the 
machine that will help 
communicate with others after 
eleven years of silence. He will 
also be able to employ the 
services of a speech pathologist 
to help him utilize the device.

Janeth Deen co-ordinated the event 2012

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Hope-for-Dzenan/279616212062004


A dinner with Wayne Bennett was held at the Calamvale Hotel on 
Wednesday and over $20000 was raised on the night to help towards the 
cause.
Channel Seven news reporter and producer Sally Eeles was the master of 
ceremonies and there was entertainment, raffles and auctions through the 
evening.

2012



QMC helps Typhoon victims (2013)



2013



Australian Muslim Achievement 
Award: Volunteer of the Year (2013)



Meeting with the US Consul General (2013)



"One G_D Many 
Voices" concert

(2013)



2014



QMHS donates primary documents to QLD State Library





2014



2015
The Queensland Muslim Historical 
Society (QMHS) was amongst 32 
history societies invited to 
showcase their work at the 
Brisbane City Hall this week.

The QMHS received praise and 
encouragement from a number of 
visitors and exhibitors:

"It is so important that you are 
here, in light of all the negative 
comments Muslims are receiving at 
the moment, this display shows 
that you are an important part of 
our society."

"It is great to see you here, it is 
necessary to show the public how 
much a part of our history the 
Muslim community is and the great 
role you have played in Australian 
history"



2015 "Peace & Dialogue" Iftar Dinner and 
Queensland Intercultural Society Awards



2015



2016: Bringing 
Christmas 
cheer to those 
in need



‘Wheel of Wellbeing’ Workshop (2016)

Janeth Deen who is synonymous with a 
large number of charities, captivated the 
audience when she shared her vision, 
experience and selfless commitment to the 
causes she supports. Of particular interest 
was her involvement with the Queensland 
Muslim Historical Society and her vision to 
see a mini museum being built at the 
Holland Park Mosque showcasing Muslim 
heritage, and for this to be part of the 
heritage trail. Aunty Janeth emphasised the 
fact that volunteering fills a void in her life, 
she doesn’t feel lonely anymore as she is 
surrounded by people and through her 
voluntary roles she has made lifelong 
friendships both locally and internationally. 
When asked how one should start 
volunteering, she answered " Start now." 
Every little helps. Even if you only help one 
person. It is significant.



2016







2016 Australia Day Awards



Sunnybank 
recognition by 
Peter Russo 
MP 2016



QPS Recognition Award (2016)



Lions Club of Kuraby (2016)



Community Iftar Dinner at Holland Park Mosque 
(2016)

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank Imam Uzair Akbar and Ali 
Kadri for their work and also want to shout out to all the people who 
helped us in organising and volunteering on the night especially Javed
Ahmed and Janeth Deen and family.”



“Janeth Deen
gave THE BEST 
Australia Day 
speech I have 
ever heard.“
(2017)



Moreton Australia Day Award 2017



Fatimah’s Story

The Osman family took charge of fund raising and Janeth Deen, on behalf of 
MCF, took charge of applications for visas, tickets and ensuring they could return 
to Australia as they are still classed as refugees. The family had to go to Sydney 
to be interviewed for the visa to Turkey as they do not have passports, just travel 
documents. The Visa application had to be processed in Turkey as they do not 
have passports. All thanks goes to Janeth Deen and the Turkish Consul General 
for facilitating the visa. 

Fatimah was born in war-torn 
Iraq with Spina Bifida eight 
years ago. She is paralysed 
from the waist down and only 
has half a kidney situated in her 
naval area. She is eight years of 
age but only the size of a three 
year old



Janeth get flags flying permanently at the Holland 
Park Mosque (2017)





Queensland 
Muslim Historical 
Society 



2017



Historical Society at Expos



The Mosque Next Door: SBS series (2017)



Janeth Deen was awarded an 
Order of Australia (OAM) 
Medal in Queen's Birthday 
2018 Honours List for her 
services to the multicultural 
community of Queensland.



“We can’t tell you of the hundreds of other 
good deeds that Jenny has done over the years 
and of the people and organizations she has 
helped out, partly because the list is almost 
never-ending and partly because we simply do 
not know of them because so much of what 
she has done for others in her life has been 
done with little or no fanfare and very 
privately.”
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